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FOREWORD

Since its establishment in 1991, Riwaq-Centre for Architectural
Conservation has concentrated on the documentation of Palestinian
cultural heritage. The main objective of Riwaq's Research and
Documentation Department is to systematically document all aspects
of Palestinian traditional architecture and building-related crafts. As
aresult, Riwaq possesses an extremely valuable computerized archive,
which includes the Palestinian National Register of culturally and
historically significant buildings and sites and a visual archive of
photographs, slides, drawings and video films of Palestinian traditional
buildings and crafts.

The process of documentation is time-consuming and involves a large
number of field workers; students of architecture, archacology and
history; and professionals in the field including conservation architects,
art historians, archaeologists, draft persons, Auto-CAD specialists, as
well as administrative office support. One of the first documentation
projects that Riwaq embarked upon in 1991 was "Traditional Floor
Tiles in Palestine", the subject of this book. It was not evident when
we started that this would be an eight-year project rather than the eight-
month project we first anticipated.
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